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The 

CALLER 
 

Summer 2019 

First Congregational United Church of Christ   

Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,  

modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Interim Pastor’s Ponderings.... 
 

Well, this seems familiar! 
 

Some of you may remember me as the intentional interim / 

transitional minister from about ten years ago, although many of you may 

not.  If you want to acquaint or reacquaint yourself with my biography, 

check out my first “first newsletter” article introducing myself in January 

2007.  (Honestly, I had to go find it in the file drawers in the church office, 

so I don't expect you to have a copy!  Not much about me has changed 

except additional grey hair, some more experience, and a small amount of 

new knowledge.  No improvement in my sense of humor.)  I also talked a bit 

about the nature of ministry between pastors and the work congregations 

must do.  It is my role as your interim pastor to help you navigate through 

the process of listening to where God’s still-speaking voice is leading you as 

a congregation, and helping you figure out how to get there, and what sort of 

pastoral leadership will help you live into your calling.   

The intervening decade has seen some of the greatest changes in the 

religious world in decades, and the environment in which First 

Congregational lives and moves and has its being—and works and ministers 

and witnesses to neighbors— is much different, and that alone requires a 

thoughtful reassessment of your mission and calling.  Add in the usual 

stresses and strains and personalities and perspectives, and enough has 

changed that no one can just go back, search-and-replace dates, and reuse an 

old profile.  Part of our task is to debrief the last season and prepare for the 

next season in FCUCC’s life.  I think that is always an amazing opportunity 

for growth!  

Think of this in stages.  The long-term goal is to help this 

congregation be a loving, powerful witness to Christ’s gospel of peace, 

justice, hope, and reconciliation in the UCC tradition. To do that, we need to 

have a clear, engaging, inviting, uplifting-yet-practical vision of the church’s 

calling.  To do that, we have to talk to each other and to listen to God’s 

promptings and our neighbors’ voices.  In order to discern God’s calling, we 

have to pray and study and open our souls.  To discern our neighbors’ needs, 

we need to ask them and learn about them, and perhaps, open ourselves to 

new things.   

In order to find that vision, we have to look at ourselves, our ways 

of doing things, what we value, and what we may need to set aside.  So we 

will have to look honestly at ourselves and our history for lessons and for 

hints about what we are good at and what we can do in the future.   Some of 

you will remember my timeline on the wall; we will look back again and 

forward again.  We will look at how the new structure informs our mission 

and ministry, and how we work together.  As we do those things, the 

outlines of a future partnership with a pastor will crystalize.   

This is more of a search for the congregation than a mere search for 

a next pastor.  Most churches think the end-state is “having a pastor.”  This 

approach sees the end-state as “being a healthy and productive church.”   

(continued on page 2) 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Thurs./Fri.: 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Interim Pastor:   Rev. David Ashby 

Pastor’s e-mail: pastor@corningucc.org 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:                                        office@corningucc.org 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Secretary:                            Brenda Passmore 

Worship at Emanuel July 7 & 14 

Women’s Fellowship Mtg. July 10 

Emanuel worships here July 21& 28 

Welcome Coffee Hour July 21 

Pre-Sale Coffee Hour Aug. 11 

Salvation Army Dinner Aug. 18 

Flea & Farmer’s Market Sept. 7 

First Man-First Woman Oct. 11& 18 

Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:  Brenda is in the office Th./Fri. 9am-12pm 

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

Beginning after the July 4th holiday,  

the church office will be open  

Thursday & Fridays from 9 am- noon. 

 

The church office will be closed on 

Thursday, July 4th & Friday, July 5th  

for the Independence Day holiday.   

Have a wonderful summer! 

 

A pastor is part of an effective church, not the 

solution.  A pastor can get a church where it feels God is 

calling it, but the vision must always be first and foremost.  

The vision will reveal what sort of pastor will be appropriate, 

yet the vison must always lead everyone, congregation and 

pastor alike.   

So that’s what I will be helping you all with: 

discerning God’s intentions for First Congregational, helping 

you set your course, helping you figure out what you can do 

and how to do it, what sort of partner will help you get there, 

and, presumably, helping you find the next pastor who can 

accompany you into God’s future in Corning.   

And, in the meantime, we will share life and ministry, 

hope and grace, many of the passages of life together, the 

warmth of church life, the witness to the gospel of justice and 

forgiveness, and the presence of Christ’s Spirit among and 

through and within us. 

May God bless us wherever life’s journey takes us! 

 

 In Christ, 

David 
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Musical Talent! 
Please consider sharing 

your talents  

(voice or instrument)  

this summer.   

There are signup sheets in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

Thank God For Evolution! 
This is the name of a 

group that meets 

monthly at First 

Congregational 

Church.  Thank God for 

Evolution is also the 

title of a book by the 

Reverend Michael 

Dowd that is 

subtitled How the 

marriage of science and 

religion will transform your life and our world. We 

use this book as a jumping off point for very open 

discussions regarding what it means to be a person 

of faith in the 21st century.  The group has been 

meeting for eleven years and we seem to have no 

trouble determining a monthly agenda!  Everyone, 

regardless of age or wherever you are on your faith 

journey (sound familiar?) is welcome. If you would 

like further information, contact Gary 

McCaslin~ garymccaslin@gmail.com or explore 

Michael's website http://michaeldowd.org/ where he 

has provided videos, sermons and essays. 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 

Pre-Church Sale Special Coffee Hour   
LEFTOVERS AND COLD 

PIZZA! 
 

Please join Sylvia and Joyce 

at the sale suggested  

items table.   

Welcome Neighbor &  

Rev. David Ashby Coffee Hour 
Sunday, July 21, 2019 

“A TASTEFUL SELECTION” –   

Bring your food dish to share.   

Meat will be provided.    

  

Please come to welcome Emanuel Lutheran Church 

joining us for worship and our Interim Minister 

Rev. David Ashby.  Any questions please contact 

Joyce Nelson, Mary Daly or Tom Wilkinson.      

  

Women’s Fellowship Meeting 
Wednesday July 10, 2019 @ 11:30 am.   
 

We will meet at the church.  Please bring a bag 

lunch.  We will make plans for our Fall Sale.      

All women are invited.  

Salvation Army Christmas in July  

Civic Dinner 
Wednesday, July 24th, 6pm 

Corning Community College Commons 

Keynote Speaker: Kim Frock-Weeks 

 

Purchase tickets online at: give.salvationarmy.org/

corningcivic19 or call 607/962-4681. 

mailto:garymccaslin@gmail.com
http://michaeldowd.org/
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Mission and Outreach 

Hello from the Mission/Outreach Team. 
 

We need help!!!  August 18, we have agreed to serve dinner at the Salvation Army.  

The commitment is from 4 – 6:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. We will buy the food and we need 4-6 people to 

help prepare, serve and clean up. Please see Star Bright (star.bright@att.net) if you are willing to help. 

We would love to have two of our youth be a part of this mission! 

 

Last month we received $200 for Strengthen the Church fund. As Evie explained to us all, it was partially this 

fund that helped our church recover from the flood of '72. It is good to pay it forward. 

 

We have some exciting new missions to share with you next fall and some new ways to be part of UCC 

outreach. Stay tuned and have a wonderful summer! 

Margo Brown, Star Bright, Evie Lewis, Jan Kostolansky 

FALL ART PROJECT: FIRST MAN, FIRST WOMAN  
 

At the June Leadership meeting, it was decided by consensus to accept the proposal by Amelia Harnas, 

professional artist and daughter of Jennifer Fais, to exhibit her portraits of First Man and First Woman 

(referred Biblically as Adam and Eve) in our sanctuary. These portraits will be life-size and created through 

Amelia’s use of wine to create stains on canvas. This opportunity represents a chance to support a local artist 

and foster conversation about that art in the context of spirituality and community. 
 

For those unfamiliar with Amelia’s project, here is some background. Amelia approached our Facilities Team 

back in the fall of 2018 with her proposal. That December, she received a grant from the Arts Council of the 

Southern Finger Lakes to proceed with her project. In January, a small group of Ministry leaders sat down 

with Amelia. After a lively discussion, we were really impressed with Amelia’s explanation of her work and 

recommended the proposal be taken to the congregation for discussion. On May 19th after church, Amelia 

shared how the process of working with wine to paint images works as well as studies of the poses she 

anticipates using. She also explained that the plan calls for displaying her works in a sanctuary for one week 

and then they will go to a bar for another week. The concept is to examine how exhibiting this work in these 

two opposite venues plays a significant role in interpretation of the artwork.  
 

Amelia explained  “I do not necessarily intend to imply that a church is purely sacred and a bar is purely 

profane. It could also be said the church has an intense shadow of its own, while a bar can be thought of as a 

sanctuary in its own way, being a safe haven for misfits and outcasts. Likewise, the same could be said about 

wine: on one hand, it can represent true mastery of a craft and be used as a most sacred symbol in communion, 

or it can be treacherously addictive, wrecking the life of the alcoholic and so many other lives in its wake.” 
 

The exhibition will take place from October 11th- October 18th. Our plan is to have an opening reception on 

Friday, October 11th to allow our congregation as well as the public to view her work and to have a meaningful 

dialogue. During the following week the church would be open at scheduled times for people to view her work 

and engage in dialogue. So far, Gary McCaslin, Sue & Sophia McMaster, Rachel Hofstetter, John Brown, and 

Bob & Judy Garrett have agreed to serve on a committee to help plan the logistics involved to have a 

successful and meaningful experience. They welcome others to get involved as well!  
 

After the work is displayed in our sanctuary, it will be on display at a bar on Market Street for another week. 

Amelia also plans to display the work at Christ Episcopal Church. We will have the sketches and full proposal 

available in the narthex between now and the opening event. If you have any questions or comments, please 

get in touch with a Ministry leader or a member of the planning committee. 
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Save the Date:    Saturday, September 7, 2019,   9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
 Location:  Corner of Pulteney and Pritchard streets in Corning 
 

This year we are combining the Bake & Make-a-thon with our traditional bi-annual Flea and Farmers 

Market.  We thought this would give us an opportunity to earn additional funds for a full time pastor.  The 

combination of the two events results in a slightly larger Flea and Farmers market with one section that is 

reserved for vendor tables and their wares. 

 

Vendors Section:   This section will consist of numerous vendor tables filled with all sorts of crafts and 

goodies – whatever the vendor wants to sell.    The vendor rents the space from the Church ($20 / table).   

All sale proceeds go to the vendor. 

The Church’s rummage sale section: (the rest of the Flea and Farmers Market) will consist of 

numerous sub-sections.  Those identified to date include: 

 Baked Goods section:   This should be just like last year with all kinds of pies, cookies, coffee cakes 

etc.   Whatever your baked goods are.   The more the merrier. 

 Plants and Produce:   Again, similar to last year, whatever flowers, plants, and produce that you have 

that the church can sell. 

 Crafts:  All those items that you have made or collected.  We are looking for any items from hand crafts 

to paintings, photography, woodworking, ceramic; whatever you consider your hobby or craft. 

 Miscellaneous Rummage:   Things from your attic, your basement, garage and yard.   Some items 

that sell well are toys, games and puzzles (make sure all of the pieces are there), books stuffed animals, 

sports equipment, home or office furniture, jewelry, kitchenware, tools, lawn and patio furniture, lawn 

equipment, bicycles, small appliances, seasonal items, linens, and curtains. 

We do request that all items be clean and in working order. 

NO CLOTHING.   NO ELECTRONICS.  NO PLANTS. 

 

Drop off Dates and Times: 
 Rummage Sale Items:              Can be dropped off at the church starting Wednesday, August 21st. 

                                                                                                                  Wednesdays:   5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

                                                                                                                   Thursday through Sunday  9:00 AM to Noon 

 Vegetables, Produce, dried flowers, jams and jellies:    

                                                                                                                   Thursday and Friday, September 5th and 6th. 

 Baked Goods:                                              Friday, September 6th, between 9 am and 5 pm. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities:    
We need just about everyone in the church to volunteer and help out with this endeavor.    

Opportunities include: 

 Manning tables during the Flea and Farmers market 

 Moving tables and rummage before and after the Flea and Farmers market.   

We need strong bodies for this. 

 Making Baked Goods for sale 

 Searching your attic and garage for treasures that can be sold for the church 

 Signing up your vendor friends with vendor tables. 

 Helping with the receipt of rummage items for the two and half weeks before the sale. 

 Sign-up sheets will be available, and posted in Fellowship Hall. 



 

  6 

Annual Program Meeting Report Summary - June 2019 
 

Our annual Program Meeting was held on June 9 to consider and approve the ministry plan for the coming  year 

and whether to make the trial governance structure permanent. A quorum of 29 members was present. 
 

All three motions were approved unanimously 

Motion 1: accept the Leadership slate – see next page for final version, which has some changes 

Motion 2: accept the Annual Program Report – copies are available in the office and by email upon request 

Motion 3: accept the new governance structure as follows: 

One Administrative Board made up of no more than 9 individuals, including the Moderator, Assistant 

Moderator, Clerk, Finance committee chair, Personnel committee chair, and ad-hoc members. Treasurer 

and Minister are ex officio members. This board will have authority over financial and personnel 

matters, either directly or through sub-committees that can include non-Board members.  

A series of Ministry teams led by 2-3 individuals who will have program and expense authority over aspects 

of church life such as worship, faith formation, buildings & grounds, mission, and church family 

support. Ministry leaders will collaborate with the Administrative board on scheduling, prioritization, 

and coordination as an extended Leadership Team. 

Annual Budgets and Ministry Plans will be developed by the Leadership Team that reflect the mission and 

vision of the church. These will be approved by the Congregation and serve to guide our activities. 

By-Laws reflecting this new structure will be drafted and approved by the Congregation by the end of 2019. 
 

There are several open items from the meeting: 

We are still looking for an Assistant Moderator. The term is 2 years, after which time this person assumes 

the Moderator role. They serve as a voting member of the Administrative Board and participates on one 

of the AB sub-committees (Personnel, Finance, Transition, Membership, Fundraising, etc.). Anyone 

interested please contact Jill VanDewoestine. 

A question on term lengths was raised, since the slate report didn’t make it clear. Ministry leader terms are 1 

year, renewable each year, with a maximum of 5 years. AB terms are 2 years, renewable up to 3 terms. 

Since Ministry Leader terms are one year, there is a risk that multiple leaders would resign in a single year 

and we would be scrambling to find new leaders. The leadership will discuss ways to deal with this 

issue before the end of 2019. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

Jill VanDewoestine (Transition) 1st yr. of 2nd term   

open 1st yr. of 1st term   

Allison Zimmerman 1st yr. of 1st term   

Jennifer Fais     

Bruce Graf (Finance) 1st yr. of 2nd term   

Rachel Hofstetter (Personnel) 1st yr. of 2nd term   

John Brown (Finance)  2nd yr. of 1st term   

Debbie Perry (Historian) 2nd yr. of 1st term   

Josh Wilken (Membership) 2nd yr. of 1st term   

Non-Administrative Board Committee members 

Finance: Pam Schmitt, Jill Palmer (Chief Counter) 

Personnel: Karen Madison, Judy Graf 

Membership: Beth Briggs, Margo Brown, John Brown, Jennifer Fais, Bruce Graf, Karen Madison 

Transition: Rachel Hofstetter, Ed Reif, Laurelyn Simons, Sue McMaster, Gary McCaslin 

By-Laws: Jennifer Fais, John Brown, Jim Nelson, Pam Schmitt 

Fundraising: 
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Facilities 

Crew from Great American Excavating  

Excavation work on the patio has begun!  You have all been 

very patiently waiting for this to happen, but the rain has held 

off and the project is underway! 

MINISTRIES 

FAITH FORMATION Chris Wilken 2nd yr. of 5 possible 

WORSHIP Jan Kostolansky 2st yr. of 5 possible 

Annie McCaslin 2st yr. of 5 possible 

David Lambert 2nd yr. of 5 possible 

CHURCH FAMILY/ 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

Tom Wilkinson 3rd yr. of 5 possible 

Mary Daly 3rd yr. of 5 possible 

Gina Burdick 1st yr. of 5 possible 

MISSION AND 
OUTREACH 

Star Bright 2rd yr. of 5 possible 

Margo Brown 2rd yr. of 5 possible 

Evie Lewis 1st yr. of 5 possible 

FACILITIES Jim Nelson 3rd yr. of 5 possible 

  Judy Garrett 3rd yr. of 5 possible 

WOMENS’ FELLOWSHIP Jan Kostolansky 2nd yr. of 5 possible 

CO-HISTORIAN Noel Sylvester 2nd yr. of 5 possible 

DELEGATE TO SUSQUEHANNA ASSOCIATION   

& NY CONFERENCE Gina Burdick 2nd yr. of 5 possible 
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Photo Gallery 

FAITH APPRECIATION SUNDAY - June 2, 2019 

CORNING PRIDE - July 16, 2019 
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July 
1st Laura Cooper 

2nd Jennifer Madison 

6th Caitlin Hogan 

6th Gary McCaslin 

9th Barbara Briggs 

12th Jennifer Fais 

12th Madelyn Pusateri 

12th Will Madison 

15th Bob Brown 

17th Liane Watson 

19th Gina Burdick 

28th Dick Bennitt 

29th Claudia DeMeritt  

29th Nathan Webb  

August 

3rd Chris Walker 

4th Ruth Nelson 

5th Luke Webb 

7th Finn Barber 

7th Carter Wilken 

9th Thomas Kowalik 

11th Dominic Grinnell 

12th     Keith Gorton 

18th Karen Madison 

23rd Walt Connor 

24th Ed Lewis 

27th Aimee Lester 

Mike and Melody practice cutting the cake. 

“Thanks for the wonderful music and 

congratulations on your upcoming wedding”  

 

CHOIR APPRECIATION SUNDAY - June 23, 2019 

Some of our “young” adults including  

Rev. Katie Jo, our guest minister, eating 

their cake at the children’s table. 

Marilyn Fais brought her daughter 

Heather Fais for the celebration. 
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the 

Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.   
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


